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Discussion points

All cited works in this presentation are duly credited and 
acknowledged for their contributions to the content and information presented

Aligning the New Public Procurement 

Act with Sect 217(1) of the Constitution:  

A New Era for Transparent and Eˎcient 

Government Spending

This presentation explores the recently promulgated Public Procurement Act and 

its alignment with Section 217 of the Constitution of the Republic of South 

Africa.

by Lawson Naidoo (Dr)
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South African Context

Source: Civics Academy
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Why all the attention on public procurement?

9.5 trillion US dollars are spent by governments worldwide

through procurement contracts (Estefan, 2014).

Public bodies are big purchasers with huge budgets.

Contributes between 16% and 18% to a country’s GDP
(Rolfstam,2009).

At least 42% of South Africa’s national budget is spent on

public procurement (Chipkin, et. al. 2014),

Citizens have an important role in ensuring that public money is

safeguarded and used appropriately.

How much money was spent to build the new public school? 

How did the government decide which company will get the contract? 

Did the company deliver according to the contract? 
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Key Challenges facing Public Procurement

lack of (SCM) professionalisation

procurement transgressions [non-adherence to legislation]

poor audit results [procurement is the major contributor / IE]

few cases of consequence management [financial misconduct / DB’s]

high levels of vacancies and staff turnover

limited knowledge management

inadequate monitoring and evaluation

ineffective performance management

an absence of effective partnerships
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Recap of Section 217 (1)
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Key features of the Public Procurement Act (PPA)
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Let’s start the “alignment discussion”
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Challenges & Implementation 
Considerations



10

Proposed Roadmap and 
Solutions
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“The RESPONSIBLE PUBLIC SERVANT”

Section 217 (1) 
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CLOSING REMARKS

The Public Procurement Act marks a new era in South Africa’s

Africa’s procurement landscape by reinforcing the principles

principles enshrined in Section 217 of the Constitution.

By committing to ethical and efficient procurement practices, we

practices, we can ensure that public resources are used to uplift

to uplift our communities and promote sustainable economic

economic growth.
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Thank You for your time…



Thank You!
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