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Debates 

Structure Constrains and Enables 
Agency

Agency Reproduces and Transforms 
Structure

The Dialectical Relationship

Power and Inequality Influence Agency

Agency as Resistance and Innovation
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Historical overview of the structure agency debate 

PUBLISHED WORKMAIN IDEALEADING THINKERYEAR

The Rules of Sociological Method
Emphasized the primacy of social structures (norms, 
institutions) in shaping individual behavior, prioritizing 
structure over agency.

Émile Durkheim1896

The Structure of Social Action
Introduced the voluntaristic theory of action, proposing 
that individuals act within societal norms, integrating 
structure and agency.

Talcott Parsons1937

Outline of a Theory of Practice
Developed the concept of habitus, a set of internalized 
dispositions that mediates between structure and 
agency, enabling creative navigation of social systems.

Pierre Bourdieu1976

The Constitution of Society
Proposed structuration theory, asserting that structure 
and agency are mutually constitutive, with individuals 
both shaped by and shaping social structures.

Anthony Giddens1984

Realist Social Theory: The Morphogenetic Approach
Advanced the morphogenetic approach, highlighting the 
temporal interplay where structures condition agency, 
and agency transforms structures.

Margaret Archer1996
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A theological perspective 



New power structures: new struggle 

Power of established capital 
& owners of wealth in SA 

Power of political elites & 
it’s character 

Corrupt leadership selection 
processes – political economy of 
leadership selection 

Party & individual funding environment 

Power of the lumpen 
proletariat and its challenge 
to the state 

Re-evaluating our 
conceptions of whiteness & 
its power
Grievance exploitation

Leveraging of black pain & rage and 
exploitation of white fear 
Erosion of the middle & complexity 
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